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25 Years and Counting 

Maria Marin and her two children, Adamaris Lopez (age 3)and Edgar Lopez (age 5) have been en-
rolled at CCD since March 2008.  Maria is a single parent and when she originally came to CCD it 

was based on her “working parent”status.  Then, the econ-
omy failed and she lost her job cleaning rooms in a small 
motel.  She came to our Family Services staff to let us 
know she was unemployed and fearful of losing her child-
care for the children she saw learning their colors, ABC’s, 
shapes. She got good news when she was told she was eli-
gible to continue because she was seeking employment.  
She found work as a cook, but without experience, was 
again laid off.  Now, she has obtained work with the Mar-
riott Hotel in Long Beach.  She is proud of having a stable 
job and frequently thanks Family Services staff for their 
help and encouragement. She gives the Family Services 
staff credit for encouraging her, and she appreciates the 
care and education her children are receiving. Edgar has 

gone on to Kindergarten and is doing very well. Her long range goal is to attend school and study Eng-
lish and general education so she can advance in her job. 

Building Blocks 
Fall 2009 

The  Voice of  Comprehensive Child Development, Inc.   

Bright colors, centerpieces hand-made by the children at CCD’s Cabrillo Child Development Center, 
along with a variety of brightly colored linens on the tables dotting the playground set the stage for the 
25th Anniversary celebration on Saturday, September 26th. Guests enjoyed sumptuous fare at the out-
door Cafe, catered by Triple R Catering, as well as beverages donated by Anheuser Busch, flowers 
from Trader Joe’s and photography by Leo Delati. The awards concluded with a champagne and spar-
kling cider toast, along with 25th Anniversary cake and cupcakes, donated by Mia Natsume of Ticings. 
Sponsors of the event included Los Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe, Signal Hill Petroleum and 
Paramount Petroleum.  
 
The Honorable Councilmember Tonia Reyes 
Uranga from the City of Long Beach served as 
the Honorary Chair and her commitment to 
families and children was celebrated with the 
Community Leadership Award.  Other 
awards included Volunteer Service Awards to 
Toby Schuster, Mia Natsume, and Board mem-
bers Harold Rudnick and Rick Pinson. Special 
Recognition – 25 Years of  Service to CCD 
went to Jenny Cardenas, Carmen Reynoza and 
Connie Arizmendi. The Founders Award was 
bestowed upon  Phyllis Levitt, Ph.D., founder 
and first Executive Director, who traveled from 
Healdsburg, CA for the event. Richard Stem-
ber, Board President was honored with the 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  A Special 
Award went to Tammie Kyle, CCD’s Execu-
tive Director, for 25 years of leadership. 

Founder Phyllis Levitt and 25 Year Employee  
Jenny Cardenas 



Progressive Dinner Party Event 23rd Annual Festival 

CCD’s long time annual 
fundraiser, The Long 
Beach Bayou and 
Mardi Gras Festival 
was held June 27 and 
28th at the Rainbow La-
goon Park in partnership 
with Rainbow Promo-
tions, LLC.  The two 
stages – Club N’Orleans 
and the Bayou Stage 
entertained thousands of 
enthusiastic fans.  A 
variety of food vendors 
provided delicious offer-
ings, and the Mardi Gras 
Parade was the big hit as 
it has been for many 
years.  This year the 
festival added more fam-
ily fun with Ronald 
McDonald performing on the Children’s Stage along with 
other entertainers who enthralled children and adults dur-
ing the weekend. Craft booths and games attracted throngs 
of fun-seekers.  Children made parade umbrellas and 
pranced along the parade route with the band. 
CCD extends heartfelt thanks to the many volunteers who 
helped make this year’s Festival so successful. Watch for 
news of next year’s event June 26 and 27, 2010. 

On Sunday, May 17th, the sun shone brightly on the patio and 
play areas at the CCD child development center at the Vil-
lages at Cabrillo.  The classrooms were open and inviting for 
forty guests of the Progressives Dinner Party to tour and learn 
more about the center.  CCD Board members were on hand to 
discuss the mission of CCD in assisting low-income working 
families to have affordable high quality early childhood edu-
cation and care.  Many of the infants, toddlers and preschool 
children at Cabrillo are from families experiencing homeless-
ness and living in transitional housing. 
 
For five years the PDP group has provided an inspiring event 
every other month to benefit selected local nonprofit agencies, 

especially those serving 
children. Each of the 
guests donated a mini-
mum of $35 – the cost of 
a dinner out, instead being 
donated for program sup-
port.  This amount can 
feed nutritious breakfasts, 
lunches and snacks to a 
child for one month.  CCD 
was very proud to have 
been selected as a recipi-
ent of this group’s gener-
osity.  Sophy Kut of So-
phy’s donated the deli-
cious Thai food and Mia 
Natsume of Ticings do-
nated the cupcakes. Over 
$2,500 was raised by this 
event.  

CCD Board Member Edwin 
Sundareson and wife Sue sample 

the special CCD cupcakes. 

Tammie Kyle - Executive Director 
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Having just en-
j o y e d  C C D ’ s 
25th Anniversary 
c e l e b r a t i o n ,  I 
can ’ t  he lp  bu t 
reflect on some 
o ther  nu mbers 
significant to our 
agency’s history.   
  

Imagine preparing over 450 children at a 
time to succeed in today’s Kindergarten 
where they are expected to be able to ne-
gotiate with their peers and teachers, all 
of whom represent the variety of back-
grounds, learning styles and languages 
evident in today’s classrooms.  Imagine 
children being able to build on a base of 
knowledge acquired in a high quality 

learning environment in which they were 
supported at every turn and now being 
expected to be independent in many as-
pects of the day.  
 
We began with one center, 4 classrooms, 
64 children and a staff of 14. Now over 
450 children are educated and cared for 
each day in five centers, 23 classrooms 
and in a CCD supported network of 50 
licensed family child care providers with 
whom we contract. Along the way, we 
became sponsors of the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program with almost 700 pro-
viders we reimburse for feeding nutritious 
meals to children in their care.  Our staff 
now totals 110 dedicated, hard working 
individuals who make children and their 
families a priority every single day. 

 Twenty-five years ago 16 bright-eyed, 
enthusiastic 4 and 5 year olds, armed with 
confidence, competence and a certificate 
that proudly acclaimed they had attended 
CCD’s Department of Education funded 
preschool program participated in the cen-
ter’s “Farewell Celebration”, a tradition 
that remains today.   
 
The 2009 Farewell Celebration was at-
tended by 115 children and their families; 
children filled with the promise of their 
high quality preschool experience that 
included preparation for Kindergarten and 
a lifetime of learning and parents filled 
with hope for their children’s bright future.  
All things have been possible for 25 years 
and will be possible for another 25 with 
the help of our many partners and support-
ers.  Thank you to all of you. 



From the President - Richard Stember 
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Staff Development Day: On September 4, 2009 the sixth an-
nual Staff Development Day, a collaboration of CCD, Long Beach Day Nurs-
ery, and Young Horizons, all agencies providing subsidized early childhood 
education programs, was held at the Reef Restaurant in Long Beach.  This day-
long training gave staff a concentrated day of workshops, a wonderful lunch-
eon, a chance to be playful and to celebrate everyone’s efforts throughout the 
year.  Workshop sessions included understanding infant social-emotional de-
velopment, the development of speech and language through play, a session on 
promoting teamwork and one on building mindful partnerships with families, 
presented by professionals in their respective fields.  The day ended with indi-
vidual agency sessions honoring staff for years of service. 

I recently had the great pleasure of 
speaking with many CCD support-
ers at our 25th Anniversary open 
house event.  It was a wonderful 
evening at our Pacific Center in 
Long Beach with excellent food and 
interesting conversation.  And of 
course it was validation for the im-
portant work that CCD and its staff 
do every day – especially during 
these hard times. 
 
We may be in a recession but the 

need for high quality child development programs has not di-
minished.  One could argue that in fact during hard economic 
times more of it is needed.  Low income parents are working 
extra jobs, or are unemployed, out looking for work.  All are 
struggling to make ends meet.  The children in our community 
are the last people any of us want to suffer during this down 

economy. Recessions come and go and this one will also eventu-
ally end.  But we get only one chance to educate our children; 
only one chance, during their relatively brief childhood, to nur-
ture and prepare them for success as adults. 
 
Did you know that even a small donation of just $ 35 is enough 
to feed seven (7) children a full breakfast, lunch and dinner at 
one of our centers?  Every day of the week the staff of CCD’s 
Food Program makes sure that hundreds of children at our cen-
ters and contract child care provider homes get well balanced 
meals. 
 
Even a small donation can make a big impact.  Please donate 
today in the enclosed envelope. There are hundreds of children 
in your own community who need the help that CCD provides.  
You can give these children a day or more of balanced meals 
and education - and a chance at success at a time when they 
need it most.  On behalf of the families of CCD, thank you for 
your generous support. 

An Opportunity to Help:  Family Garden Project 
 

 

The Child Development Center at the Villages at Cabrillo 
needs YOU. Would you like to help children learn to gar-
den? Would you like to help families who have been home-
less share a fun learning experience with their children? 
We need friends to help plan and plant this garden, and 
support it by volunteering as well as via donations.  Sorop-
timist International of Long Beach has donated $2,500 to 
get the project started and an appeal campaign is under-

way to fill in the rest of the needed support.  
 
Each of the four classrooms will have their own planting area.  There will also be 
semi-dwarf fruit trees just outside the fenced children’s garden area.  The project 
will be a learning experience for children and adults:  planting, harvesting, cooking, 
sharing with others and more. Donating $100 plants a fruit tree in honor or memory 
of someone special to you.  A gift of $50 provides seeds and plants, and $25 helps 
provide garden tools and supplies for the children and their families to use in the 
garden. Call: 562-427-8834 Louise Cunningham. 

Parents working together 
at CCD’s Hill Street center 
recently held a fundraiser  to 
purchase a digital camera. A 
new laundry basket was do-
nated and filled with cleaning 
supplies, assembled and 
wrapped by teachers and par-
ents. The goal was $140.  Par-
ents and friends purchased 
tickets for $5.00. The winner 
was Kelly Macedo, who has 
two children enrolled at Hill 
Street.  Because of everyone’s 
help and enthusiasm they 
raised $155. The Center now 
has a digital camera to record 
the wonders of children’s 
work and play. 

These boys of Long Beach Campfire Fire Dragon 
troop held a book drive for the children at CCD’s 
Pacific Avenue Center.  Thank you!  



www.ccdlb.org 

BUILDING BLOCKS is a quarterly publication of Comprehen-
sive Child Development, Inc. A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion.  Federal Tax ID #33-0061885)  Newsletter items and comments wel-
come.  If you’d rather receive an email newsletter, please send us your email 
address. Editor Louise Cunningham, lcunningham@ccdlb.org,   

Comprehensive Child Development, Inc. 
2545 Pacific Avenue, Long Beach, CA  90806 

562-427-8834 
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Martha Esparza 
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Stacey Gaines 
Ralph Giron 
Homer Gillum 
Good Search 
Josephine S. Gumbiner  
   Foundation 
Dennis Gurwell  
   & Monica Hester 
Ellen Halloran 
Polly Hansen 
Ann & Stephen Hein 
Maria Gina Hernandez 
Alicia Hernandez 
Donna Hilbert 
Deborah Hughes  
   & Joseph Carlson 
Natalie Inniss 
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Joy Janes 
Jaye Johnson 
Antonio Key 
Mary Ellen Kilsby 
Gayle Kingston 
The Hon. Don Knabe 
Howard Knee 
George & Cathy Korody 
Tammie Kyle 
Lakeshore Learning Materials 
LBS Financial Credit Union 
Margaret Leake 
Keith Lilly 
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Olivia Lovett 
Patricia Lowery 
Joe Luckey 
Andrew Maldonado 
Victor Manalo 
Cari Marshall & Eric deValpine 
John and Mary Massich 
McDonalds 
Dorothy McMahon 
Margie Meigs 
Delia Morales 
Mia Natsume 
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Gustavo Olguin 
Peter Oliver 
Lou Orr 
Paramount Petroleum 
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation 
Jeanette Paternoster 
Diane Payton 
Judy and Don Pedneault 
Yolanda Perdomo 
Ruth Pezeshki 
Rick & Linda Pinson 
Ralphs Community Fund 
Patrick and Cheryl Redgate 
Carmen Reynoza 
Phillip Rizzo 
Sharon Roberts 
Deborah Rodriguez 
Harold & Beverly Rudnick 
Edwin & Sue Sundareson 
Luzminda Delos Santos 

Toby Schuster 
Linda Schwartz 
Moe & Deborah Shahbani 
Weber Shandwick 
Lynn Shrum 
Theresa Sievers 
Signal Hill Petroleum 
Linda Silver 
Renee B. Simon 
Bradford Sjoblom 
Karatol Small 
Soroptimist Int’l  of Long Beach 
Mary Soth 
Richard & Judy Stember 
Johnny Stinson 
Andrea Sulsona 
Target Foundation 
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Weingart Foundation 
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Louis Wilder Jr. 
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 *Please let us know if 
we neglected to add your name 
for 2009—we apologize for any 
omissions.  

CCD thanks the following for support during 2009* 

 Donors in 2009—In Kind  
Thank you for your time, talents and services Visit our website!  
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